The Challenge of Discipleship
By: Karl Jones
Intro: Defining discipleship. Discipleship is:
1. Following Jesus, being a learner, student, and one who seeks to become “just like” the
One we are following. (Luke 9:23)
2. More “becoming” than “doing.” While discipleship certainly does involve “doing”
certain things and “not doing” other things, it is really more about becoming just like
Jesus. It is learning to think, love, and live just like Jesus.
3. An exciting adventure. As with the 12 Apostles, those men saw, experienced, and
become more than they ever dreamed. Following Jesus and sharing in the work of the
Kingdom will lead us to see, experience, and become more than we ever dreamed!
(Eph. 3:20-21)
4. The challenge of discipleship – for this lesson we will focus on three aspects:
 The challenge of ACCEPTING or answering the call to be a disciple of Jesus.
 The challenge of BECOMING more like Jesus.


I. Accepting the Call of Discipleship.
1. Why would anyone refuse the invitation of Christ to receive forgiveness and share in the
abundant life here and eternal life in the here-after? Maybe two primary factors:




There is sacrifice and submission involved. Unfortunately these two words have
become very undesirable in our world today. As we teach and encourage others to
become disciples we must never neglect to mention there is a cost of discipleship.
Most humans are more concerned about “today” than eternity. The problem with most
humans is not that they are dumb, rather, it is that humans tend to be selfish and shortsighted. And, the Evil One works this to his advantage enticing souls not to follow Jesus.

2. Thus, “many are called but few are chosen.” Rejecting the invitation to follow Christ,
many choose the quicker and easier way promised by this world.
3. The first challenge of discipleship is believing and accepting that what Jesus offers really
is far better than anything the world offers, and that the promise of heaven is worth any
and all sacrifice and submission that is required.
4. If you are listening to this lesson today but not a disciple (one who has never obeyed the
Gospel), then we encourage you to take the step that will bless your life today and save
your soul for all eternity by accepting the invitation of Jesus to become His disciple. To
be a disciple of Jesus:







We must STAND with Scripture. In a world that doubts or outright rejects Scripture as
the standard of authority and truth, a disciple will stand firmly on the Word of God,
including the essentiality of baptism. (Matthew 7:24-27, Joshua 24:14-15)
We must SPEAK with love, kindness, and grace the message of the Gospel. In the first
century there were those who wanted the Apostles and preachers to be silent, to stop
preaching Jesus and the resurrection. They refused to be silent, and so must we! (Acts
4:19-31) Yet, we must speak with love and grace. (2 Tim. 2:24-25)
We must SHARE the Good News with others. The challenge of accepting the call to be a
disciple means we accept the responsibility to share the Good News with others.

II. Becoming What God Created Us to Be.
1. The call of discipleship is not to “sit on a pew” and critique the sermon and songs! It is
the call to “role up our sleeves” and employ our talents and gifts to build up the body.
2. Ephesians 4:14-16 tells us:
 Each member (disciple) is to “grow up” and be spiritually mature.
 Each member (disciple) is to employ their talents for the good of the whole body.
3. Growing to be spiritually mature involves eliminating habits, and weaknesses that are
not Christlike and learning to practice Christlike attitudes and behaviors. In the waters
of baptism all our sins are washed away and we become a new creation. However, we
emerge from the waters of baptism with all the same old habits, etc. These must be
“laid aside” and a new way of thinking and acting must take hold. (Col. 3:5-16)
4. Putting our talents to work. God has “gifted” every member of the body of Christ. (1
Cor. 12:7, 11) When every member employs their talents and serves in some way, that
church will be “on fire” for the Lord, there will be abundant joy and blessings, and that
church will be an exciting and good place!

III. Disciples Making Other Disciples.
1. Globally the Church is growing in phenomenal ways, but here at home in the USA, our
numbers are in serious decline! How can we become more effective in making new
disciples, as we have been tasked with doing?
 Effective evangelism begins with prayer. Note Acts.
 Effective evangelism can be as simple as sharing how God has blessed our lives and how
God has good things in store for all who will trust and obey Him. (Mark 5:19-20)
 Effective evangelism depends on God to connect one with a searching heart, with the
one who can teach and share the Good News.

Conclusion:
Discipleship IS a challenge, but there is nothing better or more fulfilling than following Jesus
and being committed to follow Him and seek to become just like Him. Accept the challenge,
become what God calls you to be, and let the Good News flow through you to bless others!

