Digging Tools for
Bible Study

Seven Digging Tools
1. 40 writers

5. Pray

2. Bible is about Jesus

6. Study same passage.

3. Bible creates faith.

7. Wow passages.

4. Find 2 good versions



Psalm 1New King James Version (NKJV)



BOOK ONE: Psalms 1—41



The Way of the Righteous and the End of the Ungodly



1 Blessed is the man
Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners,
Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
And in His law he meditates day and night.
3 He shall be like a tree
Planted by the rivers of water,
That brings forth its fruit in its season,
Whose leaf also shall not wither;
And whatever he does shall prosper.

 4 The

ungodly are not so,
But are like the chaff which the wind drives away.
5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment,
Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

 6 For

the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
But the way of the ungodly shall perish.

Study Each Day
Underline Wow Passages!

Fun With the Concordance
Lesson 1

Ways to Use a Concordance
1.Locate any word in
Bible
2.Locate a scripture.
3.Simple Greek
definition
4.Word study
5.Use in other
passages

Time to Practice!
Choose

a word to look up
Count the number of times it’s
used.
Use the dictionary in the back to
find its meaning.

Lesson 2: Qualify (The Framer)

Framing the Context
 The

purpose the author has in writing the
book

 The

culture or time in which he wrote

 The

people to whom he was writing

 How

this context fits with the rest of the
scripture

 The

scriptures before and after

Let’s begin with this scripture:
Matthew

18:20New King James
Version (NKJV)
20 For where two or three are
gathered together in My name, I
am there in the midst of them.”

Look at the context


Matthew 18:15-20New King James Version (NKJV)



Dealing with a Sinning Brother

 15 “Moreover

if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault
between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your
brother. 16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that
‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be
established.’[a] 17 And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church.
But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a
heathen and a tax collector.

 18 “Assuredly,

I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.

 19 “Again

I say[b] to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning
anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in
heaven.20 For where two or three are gathered together in My
name, I am there in the midst of them.”

How do you determine context?
 Scripture
 Chapter
 Key

headings
divisions

words

 Phrases

like, “Now Concerning”

 Can

be fluid.

 You

will learn more as you study.

 It’s

like putting a puzzle together.

Let’s Frame a Context!


Matthew 7:1-28New King James Version (NKJV)



Do Not Judge



7 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with what judgment you
judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be
measured back to you. 3 And why do you look at the speck in your
brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? 4 Or
how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from
your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First
remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly
to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

 6 “Do

not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before
swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you
in pieces.

Next section


Keep Asking, Seeking, Knocking

 7 “Ask,

and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and
it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and he
who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or what
man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a
stone?10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If you
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to
those who ask Him!12 Therefore, whatever you want men to do to
you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.



The Narrow Way

 13 “Enter

by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by
it.14 Because[a] narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads
to life, and there are few who find it.



You Will Know Them by Their Fruits

 15 “Beware

of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing,
but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by
their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from
thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree
bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad
tree bear good fruit.19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will
know them.



I Never Knew You

 21 “Not

everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in
heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done
many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’



Build on the Rock

 24 “Therefore

whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I
will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and
the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat
on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

 26 “But

everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do
them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the
sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

 28 And

so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the
people were astonished at His teaching,

Assignment- Romans Chapter 6


Romans 6New International Version (NIV)



Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ



6 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may
increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how
can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We
were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a new life.

 5 For

if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will
certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled
by sin might be done away with,[a] that we should no longer be
slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set free
from sin.



Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also
live with him.9 For we know that since Christ was raised
from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer
has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to
sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

 11 In

the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin
reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil
desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an
instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to
God as those who have been brought from death to life;
and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument
of righteousness. 14 For sin shall no longer be your
master, because you are not under the law, but under
grace.



Slaves to Righteousness

 15 What

then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but
under grace? By no means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer
yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one
you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to
obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to
God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to
obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed
your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and have
become slaves to righteousness.

 19 I

am using an example from everyday life because of your human
limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity
and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves
to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to
sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit
did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of?
Those things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free
from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap
leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in[b] Christ Jesus our Lord.

Lesson 3: Identify(The Reporter)

Be a Good Reporter
Six Close Friends,
They taught me all I knew
What and Where and When
Why and How and Who.

1. What is a request for
specific information.

4. Why points toward
reason or purpose.

2. Where denotes “at
what place”.

5. How explains the
way something is
accomplished.

3. When describes at
what time something
will happen.

6. Who identifies the
person (s) involved.

Let’s Use What We’ve Learned!








Psalm 1New King James Version (NKJV)
The Way of the Righteous and the End of the Ungodly
1 Blessed is the man
Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners,
Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
And in His law he meditates day and night.
3 He shall be like a tree
Planted by the rivers of water,
That brings forth its fruit in its season,
Whose leaf also shall not wither;
And whatever he does shall prosper.
4 The ungodly are not so,
But are like the chaff which the wind drives away.
5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment,
Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.
6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
But the way of the ungodly shall perish.

Lesson 4: Clarify (The Investigator)

Change a Statement to a Question
 Find
 Use

your answer in the context
6 reporting questions

 Focus

deep in the context

 Helps

you narrow down your

answers.

Malachi 1:7,8 As an Example


Malachi 1:7-8New King James Version (NKJV)

 7 “You

offer defiled food on My altar,
But say,
‘In what way have we defiled You?’
By saying,
‘The table of the LORD is contemptible.’
8 And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice,
Is it not evil?
And when you offer the lame and sick,
Is it not evil?
Offer it then to your governor!
Would he be pleased with you?
Would he accept you favorably?”
Says the LORD of hosts.

Statement
You offer defiled food on My altar.
Question
In what way have we defiled You?
Answer
1. The table of the Lord is contemptible.
2. And when you offer the blind as a
sacrifice, is it not evil?
3. And when you offer the lame and sick,
is it not evil?

Romans 10:17New King James Version (NKJV)
17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God.
1.

How do we get faith? Answer- by hearing

2.

What are we hearing? Answer- the word
of God

3.

How often are we to hear the word of
God? Answer-continually

4.

So, what have we learned from this?

Try on Your Own!
1 John 1:6-10New King James Version (NKJV)
6 If

we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we
walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses
us from all sin.

8 If

we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we
make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

Lesson 5: Amplify (The Dissector)

Amplify: study of individual words
Dissect

key words and how they
affect the meaning of a context.
Need scripture and a dictionary.
A concordance can do both..

Romans 10:17New King James Version (NKJV)
17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.
1.

Faith: What is Faith?
Scriptures

Hebrews:11:1- Now faith is the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen.
Hebrews 11:6- But without faith is is impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and
that He is the rewarder of those who diligently seek him.

Concordance Definition


Faith (4102/pistis)Faith is always a gift from God,
and never something that can be produced by
people. In short, 4102/pistis (“faith”) for the
believer is “God’s divine persuasion”- and
therefore distinct from human belief
(confidence), yet involving it. The Lord
continuously births faith in the yielded believer
so they can know what He prefers, i.e. the
persuasion of His will (1 Jn 5:4).

Final Definition
Faith is coming to God under his terms, and
being persuaded by the will of being that
cannot be seen with human eyes. All hope
and evidence in life is seen through the
eyes of faith.

What is Hearing?
James 1:22- But be does of the word, and
not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
Concordance: 189 akoe- properly, hearing:
used of inner (spiritual) hearing that goes
with receiving faith from God, i.e. spiritual
hearing (discerning God’s voice; see also
Gal. 3:2,5.

Final Definition of Hearing
What is the difference between hearing and
reading? Reading doesn’t always translate
into doing. Hearing (in the continual sense)
is motivated by faith toward action. Hearing
also requires understanding. Continual
hearing creates a foundation upon which to
grow your faith.

What is the word of God?
“In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God.” John 1:1
Definition?
Final definition
Now summarize the verse.

Observe the tense of verbs.
Hearing does not include a one
time action, but something that
is continually done.

Now, you try it! Follow worksheet.
1 John 1:7 New King James Version (NKJV)
7 But

if we walk in the light as He is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanses us from all sin.

Lesson 6: Magnify: (The Examiner)

Determine Your Subject
Determine subject and use
that as a magnifying glass on
each phrase or verse.
• Frame a context
• Note similar words,
statements, or ideas
• Determine a subject or
topic
• Apply to each verse of
phrase

Galatians 6:1-10
Galatians 6:1-10New King James Version (NKJV)
6 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass,
you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit
of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be
tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks himself
to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives
himself. 4 But let each one examine his own work,
and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone,
and not in another. 5 For each one shall bear his
own load.

6 Let

him who is taught the word share in all good
things with him who teaches.

7 Do

not be deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For
he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the
Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow
weary while doing good, for in due season we
shall reap if we do not lose heart. 10 Therefore, as
we have opportunity, let us do good to all,
especially to those who are of the household of
faith.

Let’s examine the text.
1.

Paul begins by talking about a brother or sister
caught up in a sin that becomes obvious, or
causes them to be absent from the body.(vs. 1)

2.

He then talks about bearing burdens. (vs. 2)

3.

He tells the burden bearer to be humble. (vs. 34)

4.

Then he talks about bearing our own load. (vs.
5)

5.

Then we are to share.

6. Then we are to consider what we
sow and reap. (vs. 7-8)
7. In vs. 9, we are told not to grow
weary in well doing.
8. And in vs. 10, we are to do good
when the opportunity presents itself.

Re-examine the context in light of
the subject
Verse 1- Going to a brother or sister that is
caught up in a sin, and showing concern
and instruction is BEARING A BURDEN.
Verse 2-According to Jesus, you fulfil (or
satisfy) his law when you BEAR THE BURDENS
of others.

So, what idea brings all this
together? The answer if in verse 2”Bear one another’s burdens.”
1 Corinthians 5:1-2New King James Version (NKJV)
5 It is actually reported that there is sexual
immorality among you, and such sexual
immorality as is not even named[a] among the
Gentiles—that a man has his father’s wife! 2 And
you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned,
that he who has done this deed might be taken
away from among you.

Use Your Notebook for Verses 4-10

Typify: important and
misunderstood.
 Word,

type, used many different times and
many different ways.

 In

the Greek it is from the word tupos.

 Strong’s

Concordance definitions:
properly, a model forged by repetition;
….right or proper pattern and pattern as in
judicial proceedings…

Hebrews 8:1-6 Used three times!
8 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have
such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne
of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the sanctuary and
of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.
3 For

every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and
sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have
something to offer. 4 For if He were on earth, He would not be a
priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the
law; 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things,
as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make
the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things
according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”[a] 6 But
now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He
is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on
better promises.

Example of Ford Cars

Old and New Testament has a
Type/Antitype Relationship

Old and New Testaments
Matthew 5:17-18 New King James Version
17 “Do

not think that I came to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 For
assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away,
one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till
all is fulfilled.
Galatians 3:24New King James Version (NKJV)
24 Therefore

the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that
that we might be justified by faith.

Another Example 1 Peter 3: 20-21
20 who

formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine
longsuffering waited[a]in the days of Noah, while the ark
was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls,
were saved through water. 21 There is also an antitype
which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth
of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward
God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

Another Example Matthew 2:15
Matthew 2:14-15New King James Version (NKJV)
14 When

he arose, he took the young Child and His mother
by night and departed for Egypt, 15 and was there until the
death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I
called My Son.”[a]

Hosea 11:1New King James Version (NKJV)
11 “When Israel was a child, I loved him,
And out of Egypt I called My son.

What Can We Take From This?
1. The original type was God’s command to bring
Israel out of Egypt.
2. The second type or antitype to that was the
symbol of God’s love and faithfulness vs. Israel’s
treachery.
3. But the completed antitype or fulfillment was
God protecting Jesus in Egypt until Herod died,
and then bringing him back to Bethlehem.

Benedict Arnold

Revelation 13:16-18
Revelation 13:16-18New King James Version (NKJV)
16 He

causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free
and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their
foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except one
who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number
of his name.
18 Here

is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate
the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His
number is 666.

Now, Test What You Have Learned
1 John 4:1New King James Version (NKJV)
4 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits, whether they are of God;
because many false prophets have gone
out into the world.

Talk It Out
Keep
Pray

a notebook

Meditate
Talk

to someone else

Mark Your Bible
Wow Passages*Make you stop and think
*Might be a whole section
*Something will stick out

2 Chronicles 12:13-14
13 Thus

King Rehoboam strengthened himself in
Jerusalem and reigned. Now
Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he
became king; and he reigned seventeen years in
Jerusalem, the city which the LORD had chosen out
of all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there. His
mother’s name was Naamah, an Ammonitess.

14 And

he did evil, because he did not prepare his
heart to seek the LORD.

You try it!
2 Chronicles 16:7-12New King James Version
7 And

at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said
to him: “Because you have relied on the king of Syria, and have not
relied on the LORDyour God, therefore the army of the king of Syria has
escaped from your hand. 8 Were the Ethiopians and the Lubim not a
huge army with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet, because you
relied on the LORD, He delivered them into your hand. 9 For the eyes of
the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself
strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this you have
done foolishly; therefore from now on you shall have wars.” 10 Then Asa
was angry with the seer, and put him in prison, for he was enraged at
him because of this. And Asa oppressed some of the people at that
time.
11 Note

that the acts of Asa, first and last, are indeed written in the book
of the kings of Judah and Israel. 12 And in the thirty-ninth year of his
reign, Asa became diseased in his feet, and his malady was severe;
yet in his disease he did not seek the LORD, but the physicians.

Take Your Bible to Class and Worship
*Take Notes
*Write comments on the side of
scriptures

When a passage sounds familiar….
*Find the reference and write it to the
side using concordance.
*Some Bibles have the references in
the middle or bottom.
*Jesus and apostles quoted from the
Old Testament.

When You Finish Reading Through
Your Bible…..
Get a new Bible!
A different version.
Compare notes to old Bible.

Finally, once you have studied on
your own….
Go to a commentary or reference
book for affirmation. Some good tools...
*Verse by Verse Commentary
*Bible Encyclopedia *Internet
*Bible Dictionary
*English Dictionary

Verify Your Findings with someone
you respect in the faith.
Don’t be a “loose cannon”
Be a peacemaker, a trouble-maker
Be able to back up your findings with
scripture.

Pray for Guidance

1 Corinthians 2:12-16New King James Version (NKJV)
12 Now

we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that
have been freely given to us by God.
13 These

things we also speak, not in words which man’s
wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches,
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural
man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are foolishness to him; nor can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But
he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly
judged by no one. 16 For “who has known the mind of the
LORD that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of
Christ.

HAPPY DIGGING!

