HOMEMISSION REPORT - SEPTEMBER 2021
OUR TEAM, YOUR HOME, GOD’S MISSION
HOMEMISSION444@GMAIL.COM

Table of Contents
School Director Report – page 1
Director’s Report – page 2
Evangelistic Reports – page 3
Director of Outreach Report – page 4
Photo Gallery – pages 4-5
Important letter – page 6

HTTP://WWW.HOMEMISSION.ORG ●

LIKE US ON

Check out HomeMission’s
YouTube page for
evangelistic videos!
https://www.youtube.com/ch
annel/UChL7BfJRErWbvGB
K3z4YsSQ?

Elders of congregations of the Lord’s
Church are welcome to receive
EldersNet, a quarterly newsletter
written by elders, for elders. Please
email homemission444@gmail.com
to let us know your interest. You may
leave your mailing address for a
paper copy or your email address for
a digital one.

Please check out our
2021
Year-End
Giving
video
&
share it with others!
We are able to
provide you also
with a link in an
email or the video
itself on a USB stick.

HomeMission wishes to

invite congregations and
individuals to access our
"13 Lessons" playlist on
HomeMission’s YouTube
Channel. Included are
wonderful lessons for
Summer Series, Bible
classes and Worship
service sermons. Please
let us know how these
encourage you!

COMING SOON!
WEST FREEWAY
SCHOOL OF EVANGELISM
(A Ministry of HomeMission)
SCHEDULED OPENING
FALL OF 2022!
To date, the school has thirteen confirmed instructors. Photographs and Biographies
will be going up on the website, as well as course descriptions.
The website is going well, we hope to have it up and running in the next few weeks.
The Equip Teachers and Ministers Workshop was a great success for the school. We
obtained another instructor and several prospective students. We also had several
congregations express an interest, I will be going to do presentations for them in the
coming weeks. Anyone that would like to have the presentation presented to your
elders or mission committee, please reach out.

Chris Graham, Director
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Glenda Graham, Secretary

Director’s Report
Dear loved ones in the Lord,
I have good news and bad news. First, the good news. The Equip Conference at Brown
Street church of Christ was a great success. This was a Bible class and ministry workshop.
Brown Street funded this while they allowed HomeMission to be a big part of it. Over
300 people came from 40 congregations. WOW! That was great during the times we live
in. So thankful to the Elders at Brown Street and Paul O’Rear who put it all together.
Practically everyone is planning to come back for the Revive us Again Workshop in March
24-27 of next year at Brown Street church of Christ in Waxahachie Texas.
Alan Stephens, our new man in Nashville are has already set up a workshop launch
session at the Central Pike church of Christ in Nashville on the first week in November.
Already, two congregations in the West Virginia area want a workshop, and one of them
wants to invite 25 congregations to attend. We are still getting good reports from
congregations around the country, except their numbers are still down due to covid.
Brethren, we need to pray hard that the church, and our country will repent so that God
will take this awful plague away.
Now for the bad news. After the workshop, my wife had her fourth surgery on her hand.
She started daily therapy so her hand would not freeze up. Then, she got covid. Then I
contracted it. We’ve been absolutely worthless the past two weeks. I’ve tried to get
work done at home, but my computer is acting up and I completely lost two files. OUCH!
We had to cancel three appointments and one workshop. But God will help us get
through it. I’m sorry to let you folks down, but we’ll do our best to make it up to you and
to the Lord.
Ending on a good note, Lord willing, we will be going to Florida in December to visit with
several churches and then go back in February to work with them.
Then the third week in January, we will be doing a launch session at the Waterloo church
of Christ in the Oklahoma City area.
Pleeeeeese pray for us that we have the health and smooth sailing to do God’s will. Pray
that we can raise enough this year to put on two more evangelists. We have some
excellent prospects. And they are desperately needed.
May the Lord bless and keep you always,
Love, John and Susie Orr
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Evangelistic Reports
-We had a young lady who was getting ready to go off to college with a Catholic
background. She was dating one of our young men from the church and asked
if they could study with me. She was questioning many of the Catholic
teachings: Purgatory, The Pope, Confession booth, the worship of Mary, Infant
baptism and so on... While studying, her mother found out she was coming to
the church here in Waxahachie and grounded her and threatened to cut off all
support for college if she left the Catholic church. She knew she needed to
baptized, but really struggled on what to do. A few weeks ago she left for
college with this heavy burden to bear. Last week we got a call that she was
baptized at the Texas A&M church of Christ! Praise God! Always remember,
we plant and water, but God gives the increase! It is God and His word that
works on the hearts of men! To the glory of God!!!
James Sanderson
---------------------

On September 1, Doug Zimmerman started a New Christian’s class at
Camp Hill Church of Christ in Camp Hill, PA utilizing HM workbook Foundations for Disciples. Eight members are attending the class, including
one WBS student recently baptized in July 2021.
Doug and his wife also completed a sojourn at Camp Manatawny,
Douglasville PA. Work included painting youth cottages, siding the cook’s
cabin and replacing table tops in the dining hall.
------------

Mike King’s objective was to identify and contact as many congregations in the
greater San Diego area as found. When contacted, I offered to present an
introduction about HomeMission. Results: Presented HM introduction to 5
congregations. Spoke to 4 congregations, but they did not follow up to receive
the HM introduction presentation. Did not receive a return phone call from 4
congregations (will follow up next year).
Bostonia congregation is at this time the only one wanting to engage with
HM. After presenting the HomeMission introduction last month to the men's
leadership committee they (men's leadership committee) requested and
received an "abbreviated ‘LAUNCH’ Workshop" on 26 September. This session
focused primarily on the HANGER session with an introduction to
Foundations for Disciples and Habanero Ministry. This meeting resulted in
an invitation to speak Sunday, 3 October, during the Bible study hour and
sermon. I've notified Bob Turner (SALT) of Bostonia's interest in a leadership
development workshop/seminar and assistance with their need to install elders
and deacons, which was high on their “needs list” during the HANGAR session.
I'll update you after 3 October. Kathleen and I depart San Diego on 6 October.
See you all at Palestine, TX!
-Mike King
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It was a joy to be in attendance to represent HomeMission at the Equip
Seminar – “Draw Near to GOD: A Journey Through James”, hosted by the
Woodward Park Church of Christ in Fresno (CA). Although it has been very
difficult to get together in person and the fires have hindered us, there was a
good crowd of probably about 200. There may have been more, but I'm being
conservative. You will surely recognize a couple of the main speakers, Jacob
Hawk and Wes McAdams, friends and supporters of our ministry.
There were several states represented and many church leaders. Although we
were not able at that time to set up times to visit various congregations, we
were able to tell the story of HomeMission and our desire to promote the
Gospel in our own backyards.
I believe being at such events at least brings in awareness that we are earnest
in our efforts and continue to move forward with the School of Evangelism and
many of the other ministries we have become involved in. Many people stopped
at the table and took literature and information and seemed to be genuinely
happy that such a ministry existed. We were blessed to be side by side with the
Church of Christ Disaster Relief Fund which has done so much to bring relief to
our state following the great disasters that have befallen it.
I look forward to other opportunities to represent HomeMission, but more
importantly to arrange meetings with mission committees and leadership of
congregations that would welcome us and that would see the benefit of focusing
our attention outside of our building and into our communities.
I have been blessed to be associated with HomeMission and I look forward to
being able to visit the congregations that have been profoundly affected by the
fires in our state and to great success in The Western United States. Please
continue to pray for our efforts as we recover from so many challenges.
-Steve Orduño
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Director of Outreach Report

We had a great EQUIP Conference and made contact with many
individuals and churches. I have been visiting churches in Abilene and the
DFW area. Looking forward to hitting our goals this year and focusing on
helping the Lord’s church.
Tommy Simonton
Director of Outreach – HomeMission

Photo Gallery

We had a wonderful two days in Waxahachie, TX at the Brown Street church of Christ at the
Equip Teaching and Ministry workshop. Comedian, Bob Smiley provided an evening of
laughs! Thanks to Team Sew from the Faith Village church of Christ in Wichita Falls, TX for
providing the meal table decorations.
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Becky Swaim helped with the
HomeMission booth at Equip in
Waxahachie, TX.

Chris Graham taught a class at Equip. It was
titled “Keeping the Main Thing the Main
Thing,” and they were very good lessons!


Ron Moore helped with the West Freeway School of
Evangelism booth at Equip. -->


Jonathan and Amber Orr went to the Harding
Lectureship representing HomeMission. They also visited
the Springfield church of Christ and the Downtown church of Christ in Morrilton! It is a
blessing to be around fellow believers! Pray for great contacts and fruitful work in Arkansas!
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Greetings! Our prayers are for your good health and strength during this
trying time. May God’s peace comfort you as He is ultimately in charge in this
world, no matter what chaos surrounds us.
We wish this letter to serve as an introduction to or re-acquaintance with
HomeMission, an association of evangelists throughout the US working to help
small struggling congregations assess their needs and eventually help with
evangelism training. The goal of HomeMission is to send out skillful, trained
workers to offer assistance, training, love, and instruction from God’s word. We
see the need here in our own country to build up congregations to spread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world. Over 70 congregations of the
Lord's Church are closing their doors each year and we have a strategic program
in place to prayerfully, with God's help, keep most of them open. Our mission is
to "Encourage, Equip, and Evangelize." Currently, we have over 300
congregations in 44 states that have been assisted by the work of
HomeMission.
HomeMission does not charge the congregations we assist for the
expenses we incur or the materials we provide when one of our evangelists
travels to assist a struggling congregation. How are we able to do this? How can
you help?
The reason for this letter is to inform you of our work and an opportunity
to be a partner in this work with us. We are asking congregations across the US
to join us by participating in a number of ways:
1. Becoming a HomeMission supporting congregation - We currently have
over 30 supporting congregations, sending monthly, quarterly, or yearly
support.
2. Sponsoring our annual Revive Us Again Evangelism and Church
Growth Workshop held each spring.
3. Participating in a yearly Special Contribution held in December - This
year's Special Contribution is scheduled for Sunday, Dec 12 2021, and we
prayerfully ask any individual or congregation to set that day aside to consider
the work of HomeMission. However, donations are ALWAYS appreciated!
4. Partnering with and mentoring a smaller congregation, as a larger
church with more members and resources can provide much in the way of
assistance to a struggling body of the Lord’s Church.
We know there are so many worthy organizations (religious and secular)
and evangelistic works around the world that are in need of your assistance, but
the churches of Christ in the US must be strengthened for these efforts to grow.
We invite you to visit our website homemission.org for any other
information you wish to know about our work. You may also visit our Facebook
page, facebook.com/homemission2016. You may also email us at
homemission444@gmail.com.
Lastly, included is a 6-minute video with information regarding this
year’s special fundraising effort (copy & paste for your internet address):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VEWSxvj9KN0
7

